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At a Glance 

• Funding for students with disabilities is sparse and difficult to attain and approximately 156,000 
students with disabilities did not qualify or did not apply for disability focused grants in 2015/2016 
(Shanouda & Spagnuolo, 2021).  

• Because grants are so limited, students with disabilities are forced to compete with each other for 
funding (Shanouda & Spagnuolo, 2021).  

• Students with disabilities often have to take on more debt in order to be accommodated and meet 
their own support needs (Chambers, Sukai, & Bolton, 2011; Shanouda & Spagnuolo, 2021).  

• In order to receive accommodations and funding for disabilities, students must have medical proof or 
a diagnosis. For some students this means getting medically assessed and if this is not covered by 
provincial health care it can mean up to $3,000 paid out of pocket (Chatoor, 2021).  

• On top of added cost, students with disabilities must work to secure accommodations and funding 
and therefore have to advocate for themselves more than their peers. Further, older, racialized, and 
impoverished students with disabilities have the greatest difficulty securing accommodations (Bruce, 
2020).  

• Grants and bursaries for students with disabilities limit how money can be spent and all money must 
be spent only on services and equipment directly related to accommodation needs (Shanouda & 
Spagnuolo, 2021).  

• Students with disabilities may also want to study part-time as an accommodation which can lead to 
higher tuition costs, exclusion from grants and scholarships, and can affect their entry into the job 
market (Chambers, Sukai, & Bolton, 2011; Postsecondary Education Standards Development 
Committee, 2021; Shanouda & Spagnuolo, 2021). 

• Struggling financially and having more debt can lead to worse academic outcomes, food insecurity, 
and declining mental health (Glover, 2018; Maynard et al. 2018).  

• These issues also impact students after graduation as disabled graduates are more likely to be 
unemployed or in low-wage jobs and are less likely to have health benefits and paid sick days. 
(Chatoor, 2021).  

• Students from marginalized groups take longer to repay loans which also adds additional expenses. 
This is especially true for students who are visible minorities and for students with disabilities. 
(Galarneau & Gibson, 2020).  

• In order to get debt cancelled, people with disabilities must apply for the Severe and Permanent 
Disability Benefit (SPDB). Eligibility requires that you are unable to participate in substantially gainful 
employment (income of more than $16,652.00 per year in 2020) for the rest of your life (Government 
of Canada, 2021). 
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